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clashing today with German tanks and planes at Tongres and
St. Trond, just to the rear of the broken Belgian positions
along the Albert Canal near Hasselt and Maastricht. British
planes are cooperating by bombing German reserves en route
from concentration points to the Ncthorland and Belgian
fronts. And a "token force" of about a thousand British troops
lands from transports today at the Dutch port of Flushing, in
Zeeland.
A retrospective view will show that as of this date British
and French aid in the form of motorized divisions has been
sent promptly to the Belgians on their first line of defense, the
Albert Canal, while in Holland some of General Giraud's
advance units have even reached the lower Maus* But it is
too late* The Belgian first line has been pierced in the open-
ing hours of the German attack on May 10; and the Germans
will never allow the Belgian command a respite in which to
re-form its broken troops on the second Belgian line, Namur-
Louvain-Antwerp. In moving up towards that line the larger
British forces are being impeded by civilian refugees and dis-
persed Belgian troops; they will reach the River Pylc south
of Louvain, but they will be given insufficient time in which
to take up positions there properly. For the German forces
now beginning to cross the Meuse at Dinant and Sedan,
where the French occupation of advance positions has been
dilatory and ineffective, will threaten the Brittah-French flank,
force General Giraud's rapid withdrawal in the north, and in
the end render resistance on the Namur-Louvam-Antwerp line
impossible.